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CHAPTER 3—1855

[shorthand transcription follows]
[Sketch]?

JaN. 1. The first day of the New Year. Bright and beautiful, though
a winter’s day. The air has been balmy, the sun bright.

* * *

[JaAN. 1 CONT.] A few people called here today, not many. I have not
taken pains to keep up my visiting acquaintance, and my friends, if
they visited, knew that I was not visiting today and that my wife’s
family were all in distress, looking vainly for the return of the Albany,
which we never shall see more. God grant that the end of this year
may show no further breaks in our circle. Give me wisdom for the
duties with which I am charged and enable me to fulfill them all with
credit and with usefulness, so to live that I may have no reason to
fear death should His summons come before another New Year’s day
appears.

JAN 2ND. I set August [Schoenborn] to work today to draw in the col-
umns and the front of the old portico of the Capitol in my drawing
of the new dome. He draws with great rapidity and skill.

Mr. Walter seemed out of spirits today and discussed his disgust
with the people of this place, both politicians and inhabitants. He did
not say why, but I suspect that while it was announced in the Star
that he would keep open house, he had fewer visitors than he wished,
and that thus his vanity was wounded.

General Cass sent to say he wished to see me in the anteroom of
the Senate today. I went, and after waiting some time, the General
being engaged in the discussion of the bill then under consideration,
he came out, said he only wanted to see me. Though he had no feeling
in this matter at all, he only had great doubts as to the success of
anyone’s attempts to make rooms fit for public speaking so as to give
good effects in all parts of the rooms; that the problem was a most
difficult one, etc. He did not know anything about it himself. I told
him if he had time to hear me on the subject, I thought I could satisfy
him that I had a reasonable prospect of success, but he had not time.

1See sketch of new dome on page 190.
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192 JANUARY 1855

He had never read my notes on the subject but would do so before
it came up and would refer to them and to me. Said he had expressed
his opinion of me on the floor and would do so again on this occasion.
So the old man is going to speak upon a subject about which he, by
his own showing, knows nothing but cast doubts upon the success
of the project of his friend, which he has not yet read, to risk throwing
obstacles in the way of the early completion of the work. And all for
what? Someone must have been at him about this matter.

I went this evening to see General James of Rhode Island about it.
I told him what Cass had said and that it would probably rest with
him to answer him, as a member of the Committee on Public Building.
I gave him a copy of the notes to use, as he would probably have
mislaid his, and he promised to attend to the General and answer him.
Said that upon the question of hearing, he had never had any doubt
that I was quite right and would be successful, but he did doubt my
success in bringing the ventilation downwards, that he had spoken
with Walter about this. I told him that I had heard of his doubts but
did not care to discuss them at this time, that I had no doubts myself
but had promised it to Bache and Henry that I would so arrange the
air passages that the ventilation could be carried either way; and that
he, as a mechanic, must know that it was a simple problem in mechan-
ics to send air in any necessary quantities and to any desired spot;
and that we blow with one fan sometimes 50 smiths’ fires, cutting off
any one or blowing it as we pleased. He agreed to this.

As for the dome, he asked if I would draw up for him an amend-
ment to the appropriation which would cover the matter as I wished,
and he would offer it, and had no doubt of its passing both Houses.
Asked whether I would have money enough without any increase in
appropriation or whether it was necessary to give us the other hun-
dred thousand. I told him money ought to be given, but still, if it could
not be got, the authority would do, for the money would last till the
next meeting, and then if we were out, more could be got at once.

I explained to him my project for executing this dome. He had said
that I had piled up bricks at an astonishing rate. I told him I wanted
to get up our working drawing for the dome and send out some of
the patterns within a few weeks, get the casting all fitted and ready
and put the proper machinery, build it rapidly, and thus astonish them
when they came back next year, by showing them what could be done
in iron, as I had shown them something of what can be done in bricks
this year. He seemed pleased at the prospect and promised to help
it forward.

I went over to see Captain [Edmund L.] Hardcastle of the Topo-
graphical Engineers, who has moved into Harding’s house opposite.
He is intelligent and agreeable and a good officer. . . . He read to me
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an article in the Buffalo Daily Courier of the 13th of December upon
a report of the Secretary of War which notices the Secretary’s [ref-
erence] to me and does it in terms very complimentary to me. Here
it is:

Colonel Davis, in conclusion, speaks of the extension of the

Capitol and of the admirable arrangements and administrative
ability displayed by Captain Meigs of the Engineer Corps, who
is charged with the superintendence and direction of the work.
It is well for the country that the jugglers and bargainers and
political contractors do not succeed in getting this vast and re-
sponsible undertaking into their greedy hands. It is well for the
administration that it stood by Captain Meigs when unprinci-
pled newspaper reporters and scurvy politicians were doing
their best to oust him from a situation which, however much
honor it might confer, afforded him not one cent of profit. The
government by this time have learned that honorable gentlemen
who regard their reputation above all things are of more real
value to the country than those who so long as they can fill
their pockets are indifferent to everything else.

We not only congratulate Captain Meigs on the credit he has
deserved and won, but the War Department for appreciating
his services and retaining him in his responsible position in
spite of the hue and cry of interested politicians and of men
who, to please their constituents, lay the foundation of the Cap-
itol with sand and roof the edifice with canvas.

That is a pretty good for me, I think.

Senator Dodge came in this morning to ask me to increase the pay
of the Irishman who now puts on the asphalt. I told him I could not
do it, that he had a good place at better wages than other workingmen
got and as much as his knowledge enabled him to earn. Could I take
on 3 more laborers? No, but if he would leave the names of any such
in whom he felt an interest with the foreman who selected the men
as we wanted them, it might cause them to be remembered and thus
get that employment before long. But he must remember that in thus
designating a man, he might be doing injustice to a better man who
would otherwise have been employed. He felt the force of this observa-
tion and said perhaps it would be best not to speak thereafter. I told
him my instructions were in all cases to take those who had shown
themselves to be the most deserving. I spoke to him about the distress
in the iron business and the advantage of putting up our dome at once,
and he promised, upon the case as presented by me, that he would
vote for it.



194 JANUARY 1855

[In the left margin] This day’s notes, including several stops for Mrs.
Meigs, is written at the rate of 26 words to the minute, with all the
vowels in.

* * *

[Meigs spent January 3 in Annapolis at Fort Madison, returning by 7
p.m.]

[JaN. 3] Miss Margaret Mead came to see me this evening about her
friend and protege Smith,? the sculptor; wished to get him employ-
ment. I showed her that I had no work at present, and I advised her
to tell him to go to the contractors and ask them for work, which they
would no doubt give him, upon the decorative portions of the marble
work. This would not injure his chance of employment when any
sculpture is to be done, and it would in the meantime give him food
and support. It is certainly better for him to live on silver than to starve
while waiting for gold.

[JaN.] 4TH. This has been a busy day. I found at the office Mr. Freese,
the millwright, to whom I had written about the fitting up of some
sawing machines. He occupied some time. He is to go back home to-
night and to see in Philadelphia Messrs. Sutton and Smith and let me
know at what price they will agree to make me the casting necessary
for the frames of the saws.

I found, too, Mr. Thomas, of Thomas Brothers, here and received
from him their prices for the decoration of the ceiling of the House
of Representatives. The prices seem to me reasonable, and I gave him
the order to execute the work so far at present as to model it. When
modelled, he is to inform me, and I am to go to New York to see
the models and for approving and authorizing the manufacture of the
molding.

Ellicott3 also called. He wishes to bid for the ceiling of the House
of Representatives, which is a piece of work in which he has no experi-
ence and which he could not do as well as those who have been in
this trade for some time. I showed him the drawing and told him that
he would make a mistake if he attempted it. For the braces of the roof
of the Senate Hall, I told him I was willing to accept a bid from him.
He was very urgent upon me to give him the opportunity to bid for
the other and said that he had the best man in the United States for
this work. I told him to bring him to see me.

2The sculptor referred to may be Carl Rohl Smith (?-1900), a German-born sculptor who worked
in Washington and designed the monument to General William Tecumseh Sherman in front of the
Treasury Building.

3 Paul Ellicott was a contractor.
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Mr. Roosevelt4 came, introduced by a letter from Senator Brodhead,
or from Mr. Broadhead,® perhaps, not the Senator. He is an importer
of English plate glass which he offers at lower prices than the French.
Both the rough and the polished. I told him that with equal qualities,
I would give the preference of course to him who would furnish
cheapest. He is to send me specimens, with prices.

Mr. Winter thinks I have not allowed him enough for the friezes
of the windows. Says there is a great deal of difference in the cost
of the short and the long ones. I told him I thought I had gone pretty
far in my pricing of these windows, saying that I had contracted to
make them as originally designed for $250 each and that while our
changes had not much altered the forms, they had increased his price
to about $1,000. However, he gave me notice of his intention to have
a talk with me upon the subject tomorrow.

* * *

[JaN. 4 cONT.] General Cass sent for me today to ask me where he
could find an article in one of the British reviews upon the Halls of
Parliament. I told him I had not seen it. He said that he had seen it
but could not lay his hand upon it. He had been talking with Mr. Clay-
ton of Delaware upon this subject, and “Clayton says that you will
be all right and will have no difficulty.” “I will not say anything that
you could take exception to.” And with this he left me. Why this talk
about it at all? He knows nothing of the subject.

* * *

[JAN. 4 CONT.] A letter from Mother ¢ today about John.” She says that
he is recovering but they are very anxious lest he should go to work
before his strength is perfectly re-established, and she asks Lou if she
can invite him to spend a week away. We have both written—she to
Ann,8 I to John—to invite him. And I hope he will be persuaded to
come and pay us this visit. If he stays at home, he is certain to go
to work long before he can be fit for it. If he comes here, I shall have
pleasure in showing him my works and in showing him over the city,
and he will derive both pleasure and profit from his visit, besides the
saving of health.

4Theodore Roosevelt, Sr. was with Roosevelt and Son of New York, importers of plate glass. He
was the father of the future president, who was born in 1858.

5Perhaps John M. Broadhead, a comptroller at the Treasury Department.

¢Mary Montgomery Meigs was the mother of Montgomery C. Meigs and the wife of Dr. Charles
D. Meigs.

7Dr. John F. Meigs (1818-1882), Meigs’ brother and a Philadelphia physician, had been ill.

8 Ann Ingersoll Meigs (d. 1856) was the wife of Dr. John F. Meigs.
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[JaN.] 5TH. I had many visitors today. I found at the office, waiting
for me, a Mr. Charles Stewart, who wished to sell me some of the
machinery of the defunct stone-cutting company. I went down to look
at the establishment with him. They have a fine set of shafting and
belting, a beautiful steam engine, and a pair of saw frames which
would answer our purposes exactly and are ready to remove and put
up. He wished to rent the building to the United States for a moderate
rent. The engine is too large to run, as I have no work that would
occupy a half of it. If I had money to buy the whole establishment
for myself and set up some manufacture, it would be a first-rate specu-
lation. The place cost about $63,000, I am told by Stewart, who, by
the way, is not reliable, and was bought in for $20,000 at auction. It,
he says, belongs to Shelton and Beech and some two or three others.

Our line of shafting is up, and I told him I would buy the belting,
which should suit us, at 10 percent off the New York price. It is nearly
new, having run only 3 months and done little work. The wear is noth-
ing, and its use for that time is an advantage as it is stretched. It will
save much trouble in fitting it up. I told him that I might buy the
saws but I must have proof that he was authorized to sell, as I felt
some hesitation about buying from such a defunct corporation. He said
he would give me a statement of the title which would satisfy me.

Among my visitors this morning were Judge Carroll of New York,
brother of Mr. [William T.] Carroll, Clerk of the Supreme Court. He
was accompanied by one Mr. Hastings® of the House of Representa-
tives. Gouverneur Kemble of Coldspring came, also. I showed them
all over the drawings and over the building; and Kemble, who takes
interest in such matters, I took to the atelier to see models and the
process of carving a figure in marble, and also to the blacksmith’s
shop, to show him our mode of forging in dies and punching at the
same time. This he said was new. In the smith shop, I found several
persons looking at this, which seems to be creating quite a sensation.

I want to make a couple of turning tables for carving the models
upon. If turned by a tangent screw, I think that with a pendant frame
and parallel motion I could rough out the brick much quicker and
sooner than in the ordinary mode by using the calipers. This idea I
will work out on paper, at any rate, and if it works well in promise,
I will have the tables made and try it. [Sketch] 10

I want also to put up a rough lath of wood in which to hang one
of the columns for the vestibules, the corridor, and using the lathe
guide principle and the hammer and chisel to cut those and round

9George Hastings (1807-1866), Democrat of New York, served in the House of Representatives,
1853-1855.
10See illustration on page 190.
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the column and save the time consumed in cutting the and
squaring the ends.

I did not do any work today except to give some directions, among
which was the putting up of the regulations in the sculptor’s room
to prevent the loafing of all the Italian refugees in town there. They
have prevented him from working, and it has grown to be a pest.

I found this afternoon a fresh Italian in there at work upon a New-
foundland dog, begun this day, after I went to the office, and advanced
enough to show that he has a quick hand and an accurate eye, and
he seems to be making a spirited and natural dog in clay. Vincenti
promised to keep his door fastened hereafter and to prevent this loaf-
ing, but petitioned for permission for his brother sculptor to finish his
dog now begun. This I accorded to. Vincenti seems to be a gentleman,
and I am sorry to see him fall into the hands of such people.

Mr. Fowler of the firm of Janes, Beebe and Co. was also at the office
this morning. He says that they will send in a bid for the ceiling of
the House of Representatives in a short time. Thinks that he could
have made the decorations of cast iron as sharp as I can get them made
of carton pierre. I am, however, inclined to have the Senate ceiling
entirely finished in iron. The roof work goes on rapidly, and I shall
have all the suspender eyes finished in a few days. The assembling
links for the diagonal braces are now being punched in the steam ham-
mer, and I found a large pile of them as a result of this work.

[JaN.] 6TH. Major Mordecai brought his brother today to look at the
Capitol and the drawings. I took them over the work and showed them
all the drawings in the portfolio.

I received from Mr. Crawford today a long letter. He has shipped
the [plaster models of the] schoolboys, the mechanic, the schoolmaster,
the soldier, the merchant and some accessories of the southern half
of the pediment. He sent me a sketch of the blocks required to make
them. He sent also a long description of finding points in the marble
or, in other words, of the process of sculpture. He says he uses the
old Italian method, which is to put above the modelling the block,
frames of wood, divided in the same manner. Plumb lines from these
frames give corresponding ordinates. By this, some points are estab-
lished, but the calipers do the greater part of the work.

I directed a copy of the cast iron part of the proving machine to
be made so as to have it cast and prepared for use.

I shall get the West Point foundry!! to make a couple of turning
tables with tangent screws, as sketched yesterday; and if they work

11 This was the foundry owned by Gouverneur Kemble. See note 18 on page 48.
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well, as I expect, will probably have a couple more, which will be
enough to rough out all our statues.

Crawford asks, as I supposed he would, for more room for his door.
He thought the arch of the other architectural molding in the doorway
might all be dispensed with and that he would then have room for
a door which would be beautiful. He has the natural liking of a sculp-
tor for sculpture, though with this, moldings are useless. I read his
letter to Mr. Walter, and we think that we will be able to dispense
with some of the architecture and give him part of the room he asks
for, though not quite all. The door as designed is, even Crawford con-
fesses, graceful and beautiful, but I think that it will be improved by
giving more room for the sculpture.

* * *

[JAN. 6 CONT.] I signed my accounts current today for the quarter. I
have spent for the extension $151,915.54; Fort Madison, $189.20; water-
works, $731.23. Total for the 3 months for all 3 works, $152,835.97.
My pay has been, for all this work and expenditure and risk, about
$480, which is less than ¥4 of one percent.

* % *

[JaN.] 8TH. I called this morning to see Mr. Gouverneur Kemble on
my way to the office. He will make for me the turning tables for the
sculpture. I also called upon Honorable Mr. Singleton 12 of the House
of Representatives, from Mississippi. He said that he had heard Mr.
Stanton talk and that he was quite satisfied to leave the ventilation
of the Capitol to me; that he had more confidence in my opinion than
in his own or Stanton’s on such a subject.

* % *

[JAN. 8 CONT.] At the office, Major Barnard of the Engineers came in
and spent the morning. I brought him home to dinner.

I set Mr. Ober to drawing from my sketch the tables for the sculp-
tors. He sketched out the parallel motion. [Sketch] 13 I received today
the wrought iron rafters for the Capitol roof. They are being delivered
hauled by our carts.

Dr. John Meigs, my brother, arrived this evening, looking very thin
and pale. He will stay with us a week and I hope recoup.

JAN. 9. The wrought iron rafters are being delivered. I received today
from the Tredegar Works a bill of lading for $4,400 worth of the iron,

120tho R. Singleton (1814-1889), Democrat of Mississippi, served in the House of Representatives,
1853-1855, 1857-1861, and 1875-1887. He served in the Confederate Congress, 1861-1865.

13 See illustration on page 190.
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principally angle iron for the roof purlins. Anderson wrote to ask me
to pay at once by draft on New York, as it would be a great help
to him in carrying him through the difficulties of these troublous times
for all businessmen. I sent him the draft, as he had sent a bill of lading,
and his bargain was to deliver upon shipboard, not here.

John Barnard spent the morning at my office. John [Meigs] also came
in, feeling well enough to ride down there. I took him through the
old Capitol to the Senate gallery, into which we could not get, how-
ever, because it was filled up with members of the old soldiers conven-
tion. We got into the House of Representatives gallery, where he was
[interested?] in the proceedings.

Latham 14 of California spoke. He is a ready and impressive or, rath-
er, attractive speaker. After some time spent there, we returned to my
office, and I met Colonel Taylor of Ohio, who said he was just taking
2 gentlemen, Messrs. Eliot 1> and Edmands ¢ of Massachusetts, to look
at the extension. I took them round, and as they met John, Eliot greeted
him warmly. After a little conversation, John went to the office and
Mr. Eliot rejoined us, saying there was one of the glorious Philadelphia
doctors. I told him I was glad to hear him speak thus of my brother.
He said he knew my father well, also.

Edmands seemed intelligent. They went into the House of Rep-
resentatives and asked questions about it. Then into the office and
looked at the drawings. Edmands criticized the dome of Walter, and
justly. It was rather surprising to me at first to hear him do so; I have
been so accustomed to hear an indiscriminate admiration for it. He
thought that it was too much cut up, as it is. I told him that this was
the first study and would be modified in execution, that I felt the same
fault and had a sketch underway that would remedy it.

* * *

[Dr. John Meigs told Meigs he was considering giving up his practice for
health reasons but Meigs urged him instead simply to “limit his practice
to a certain district . . . the abandonment of his profession would make him
unhappy, 1 think.”]

[JaN. 9 CcONT.] I ordered today the marble for the statues which have
been shipped. The drawing of my machine for carving is progressing.
I read a full description of the wood carving machinery of Jordan in

14 Milton S. Latham (1827-1882), Democrat of California, served in the House of Representatives,
1853-1855, and in the Senate, 1860-1863.

15Thomas D. Eliot (1808-1870), Whig of Massachusetts, served in the House of Representatives,
1854-1855 and 1859-1869.

16John W. Edmands (1809-1877), Whig of Massachusetts, served in the House of Representatives,
1853-1855.
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the Art Journall” for 1848 tonight. I think I may perhaps use it for
the decorations of the ceiling of the Senate Hall.

[JaN.] 10TH. I had a visit from Miss [Knower], the sister or sister-in-
law of Secretary Marcy, 8 this morning. She came to look at the photo-
graphs of Crawford’s statues, with which she seemed to be highly
pleased. Says that she has an artist, Mr. Palmer, ° of Albany, who she
thinks is of great promise, whom she seems to have under her special
patronage, whom she will bring to see these things. She is an intel-
ligent woman and seems to take great interest in these matters of art.
I feared that she would try to recommend her protege for employment
on the extension, and I took the liberty of cautioning her that persons
were apt to fall in love with an artist with whom they might be
brought in contact and thought him, because he had made a good bust
or single figure, fit for such a work as the pediment; that it was a
commission which should be given only to one who had given, by
great works, the evidence of ability to fill it. She laughingly agreed
with me and said she did not fall in love with artists, not even with
[Hiram] Powers, whom she had seen for a long time in Italy, and that
she knew that I was right in my opinion. She said she would bring
her friend, and I told her I would be happy to see him. She is an agree-
able person.

* * *

[JaN. 10 CcONT.] Senator Norris2° of New Hampshire, a good friend
of the bill, is very sick with an attack of a seizure of the heart and
is not expected to recover. I saw Mr. Pearce of Maryland today in the
library. He promised, sure as fate, to go for the dome. I also saw Pratt
of Maryland and told him to speak to Pearce about it and see if they
could not get it carried in the Finance Committee.

By some mistake, the order intended to cover the belting bought
from the stone cutting company here was sent to Campbell and
Coyle?! after it had been got from the company. They have today sent
up the belting which is not wanted. I inquired as to the cause of the

17 Either the Art-Union (London: W. Thomas, 1839-1848) or, if Meigs was mistaken about the year,
the Art-Journal (London: George Virtue, 1849-1912).

18 William L. Marcy (1786-1857) of New York served as secretary of state, 1853-1857. Earlier, he
had served in the Senate, 1831-1833, and as secretary of war, 1845-1849. Marcy’s second wife was
Cornelia Knower, and the visitor was her sister, Miss Knower.

19 Erastus Dow Palmer (1817-1904) of Albany was a sculptor whose 1874 statue of Robert R. Living-
ston is part of the Statuary Hall collection in the Capitol. In April 1857 he submitted a proposed
design for the House pediment, which failed to be accepted by President Buchanan and Secretary
of War Floyd.

20Moses Norris, Jr. (1799-1855), Democrat of New Hampshire, served in the House of Representa-
tives, 1843-1847, and in the Senate, 1849-1855. He died January 11, the day after this entry.

21 Campbell and Coyle of Washington was a hardware company, which also had a sawmill, selling
lumber and other materials and supplies.
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mistake, and finding it one of those which will unavoidably occur
sometimes, I directed it to be paid, for it will do to replace the other
one once out, or for the other belts which we will want for the other
machines not yet received.

* * *

[JAN. 10 cONT.] I wrote to Mrs. Margaret Mead today, declining abso-
lutely the offer of her friend Smith?? to take my bust or that of one
of my family as a specimen of his style of work. I told her that I had
seen his busts of Walter, of Mills, and of Maury and that I did not
need others for specimens. These I could look at without being in any
suspected obligation to the taker.

I wrote tonight to Cornelius and Baker, the lamp makers, of Phila-
delphia, sending them the models in plaster and wax of the caps for
the small pilasters and columns of the stairways. These models are
not worked with Vincenti’s usual success, and I requested them to ex-
haust the skill of their artists and chasers upon them before they begin
to cast. They will send me a rough as they will propose it to be finished
before they begin work, and I am to have an estimate of the cost in
gilt and in bronze in order to determine whether to give the order.

Vincenti had in his room a cast of a snake which he caught on Sun-
day and which he had coiled up upon a table and then taken a cast
in plaster. I was surprised to see the beauty and the delicacy of the
plaster cast from this natural object. The water snake upon my tea ket-
tle, that worked in silver by a good workman, is rough and coarse
when compared with this transcript from nature. I must have some
more casts of natural objects taken—fish, game, and
beaked fowls. I think one in Philadelphia, a cast from a chicken which
had been picked [?], was good.

Our lathe and planing and drilling machines which have arrived
have at last been put in motion. The partial is not good. It is of the
cheap quality and it has a few teeth out of the gearing wheels. So
has the lathe one tooth out, which was put in by hand in order to
enable us to use it today. The small lathe which we have received is
a partial. The long 11-foot lathe ordered from Gage, Warner and Whit-
ney has not yet arrived. I shall buy no more partials and cheap work-
ing tools, I think. The large drill looks in work like a very good
machine.

The rafters of Cooper and Hewitt’s iron make a good show as they
are being piled up at the shop. I wrote to Cooper and Hewitt today,
sending them the report of the trials of their iron as compared with

22 Probably Carl Rohl Smith, the sculptor she was supporting in the entry for January 3.
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Tredegar. They have failed as much in strength as they have excelled
in work, quality and malleability.

* * *

[JaN. 11] I received today a letter from Lieutenant [Henry K.] Dav-
enport of the Priston Steamer, giving an account of the search just made
by her for the Albany. He thought that she must have foundered in
the vicinity of Bermuda at the time the British line-of-battle ship the
Bausqueen [?] was injured. They found no sign or tiding of her in the
Caribbean Sea. Mr. Davenport speaks very highly of Hal, whom he
knew intimately, having been in the mail steamer service with him
for some 4 years. Poor fellow. I cannot make up my mind to show
this letter to my wife and thus dispel the lingering hopes which she
still feels.

* * *

[JaN. 12] Walter told me that Mr. James, of the Senate, had been at
his office while I was engaged with Shoemaker and that he wished
to make a speech upon ventilation that would set the public’s mind
at rest and put a stop to all this agitation; that Cass had promised
not to call the matter up till he had returned from California[?],23
where he was going with the remains of Senator Norris of New Hamp-
shire, who died yesterday or this morning. He wished to get some
information to enable him to make a correct speech. I wish he would
hold his tongue except to answer anything that Cass may say which
is wrong, for I think it will be impossible to fill him up so as to prevent
his making some absurd mistake.

I received from Cooper and Hewitt some beautiful and fine wire
drawn from the renewed iron which shows great ductility, though it
proved to be weak when tested.

JaN. 13. I reproved Mr. Winter this morning pretty severely for the
unskillful manner in which they moved the large stone for the vesti-
bule. They had chipped the first one badly, and when I told him he
must make it right, he said if I expect to get the building done without
defects, I would find myself mistaken. I went with him, at his request,
to see another pillar they were then about to haul. I told him that this
would be defaced, but he was very confident that it was all right. After
it was placed by the front door, he passed me and said they had got
it up all safe. I made him go with me to examine it, telling him that
I had said it would be injured and I believed we should find it so.

23This is clearly a mistranscription. Norris is buried in Pittsfield, New Hampshire, and the sec-
retary of the Senate’s report for that year includes the payment to send Norris’ remains to Man-
chester, New Hampshire.
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Upon taking off the ropes by which it had been swung, I found it
worse defaced than the other. The ropes had broken the edges wher-
ever they had touched them. The rest they will swing by means of
round in the ends or dowels.

* * *

[JaN.] 14TH. I wrote today to Macomb and to Mr. Trowbridge in an-
swer to letters from Annie and Kate to my wife, asking something
cheering in regard to the Albany. There is nothing cheering to be said,
and I had to write to Macomb and to Mr. Trowbridge and tell them
that I could say nothing. I do not suppose there is one chance in
100,000 of our ever hearing from any one of the crew of this vessel.
I had to express my own opinion to Lou in consequence of her having
these letters, and she has been in great distress all day. Mrs. Rodgers,
too, took Annie’s letter while Lou was at church and read it. She has
been in bed all day since. Jerusha?4 seems, too, to have realized that
there is some danger of the vessel’s being really lost, and she is now
sobbing and crying, with no command over herself. I fear she will dis-
turb her mother but is quiet.

For a few days past, we have been laying stone pretty briskly, have
finished the west window of the south front, but today the frost has
set in again, and I fear we shall be idle again for some time.

* * *

[JaN.] 15TH. This morning I made a drawing of the tool and tool holder
recommended by Holzapfel 25 for cutting iron and brass and sent them
to Mr. Champion, with Nasmith’s Tool Gauge. I directed him to have
a set made to be tried in our shops and compared with the common
tools which are used in the work shops of this country.

Lefferts and Brothers write that they have shipped to me several
sheets of copper of different thicknesses and that Mr. Lefferts will be
here in a day or two.

* * *

[JaN. 15 cONT.] I sent for Ellis and Brother to look at the drawing of
the balance beams of the proving machine, to make an offer for the
patterns and casting.

24Jerusha C. Rodgers (1819-1883) was the unmarried sister of Louisa Meigs who lived in the Meigs
household.

25John Jacob Holzapfel invented an ornamental lathe in London in the 1780s that continued to
be produced until 1914.
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[JaN. 15 cONT.] I met Colonel Taylor of Ohio in the Rotunda. He said
he was trying to get Mr. Craige to make a speech upon public building
and introduce a bill to allow us to make a new dome.

I sent letters to Mr. Trowbridge and to Macomb today, written yes-
terday, in answer to the letters of Annie and Kate, which Louisa re-
ceived yesterday.

I signed the drawing of the column for the corridor today and told
Mr. Rutherford to look for stone to make some of the caps of.

I am told by Mr. Walter that Mr. Hunter of Virginia wishes to an-
swer General Cass upon the ventilation and heating question and that
he will come into the office tomorrow to get some information upon
the subject. I should rather have him speak than Mr. James, who is
not a man whom I would wish to have as my defender.

* * *

[JaN.] 16. I sent today to Mr. Hunter of the Senate a copy of the report
upon the ventilation of the Reform Club house by Dr. Howard. How-
ard seems to be one of the men who use strong language. He de-
nounces unsparingly the chimney draft proposed by Dr. Reid2¢ for
the Houses of Parliament. The Reform Club is ventilated by a fan driv-
en by steam engine high pressure of 5 horsepower. The fan, he says,
is capable of supplying 11,000 cubic feet of air per minute, and the
waste steam heats the air supplied to a temperature of 75 degrees or
80 degrees. There is in the upper part of the building, in the attic,
a stove intended to help the fan by making a draft. This, Howard says,
is mischievous and useless; that the differential barometer showed that
the power of the fan exceeded the stove by some 120 times, while the
stove burned 300 pounds of coal to the 200 pounds of the steam
engine.

The specimens of copper came today. I shall have to use 30-ounce
copper. I believe 23-ounce is too thin. It gives way under the heel [?]
and becomes indented. Mr. Lefferts came in just as the copper arrived.
Mr. Crocker had been in and left the room a moment after Mr. Lefferts
entered.

By the way, a curious contretemps happened in this connection. Mr.
Crocker said to me that he would like to see the copper when it came
and the man who was to corrugate it, also, if he could see him without
being introduced to him. I told him they would be together in the
office in the morning, and I could write a note to him to come from
the House of Representatives to look at the copper, and then he could
see both. He said he would bring several Members who wished to

26 David Boswell Reid (1805-1863) was an expert on ventilation, who designed a system for the
Houses of Parliament.
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see me and the works, and then he could accomplish his object. While
we were speaking, a young-looking man entered the room, whom I
took to be a clerk with a bill or a mechanic asking for work. As Mr.
Crocker left, I turned to speak to him and asked what he wanted, and
he announced himself as Mr. Lefferts. I do not know how much of
our conversation he heard, but he was in the room for some time while
we were speaking, and he might have heard a good part of it if his
ears were sharp, for we did not speak in a particularly low tone. After
he left, I wrote a note to Mr. Crocker, telling him that the copper was
here, having arrived half an hour after he left, and that the young gen-
tleman who had come in while we were speaking was the man whom
he wished to see.

Lefferts brought me 4 sheets of copper of different weights. The 30-
ounce is the proper weight, I believe. None of those lighter are stiff
enough to be safe. Mr. Lefferts tried to persuade me that there was
no danger from the contraction of the copper if corrugated. Says they
rivet their iron plates together and make no provision for expansion.
He did not know that fastening iron plates to iron rafters and iron
purlins was fastening iron upon itself and that thus the covering and
the frame would expand equally, and of course there could be no dis-
turbance. 1,200 inches, or 100 feet, of iron expand from 32 degrees to
212 degrees into 1,201%2 inches, while the same length of copper be-
comes 1,202 inches, a difference of 2 inch, sufficient to pull out rivets.
So I must make provision in my fastening for this much motion.

A young man, a Mr. Hammond he called himself, came in today
to see if I would use a patent which he owns for filling the frames
of iron building [?] with some non-conducting substance. He wants
me to undertake to use it in the dome, which he thought would be
made much more substantial by being thus filled in with clay and plas-
ter of paris. I could not give him much encouragement. He asked first
for Mr. Walter, who had gone to Baltimore. Said that Captain Bowman
thought it the greatest invention of the age.

* * *

[Meigs” brother John wrote that he had returned safely to Philadelphia.]

[JAN. 16 CONT.] All the family except Mrs. Rodgers are in great distress
at the absence of news of the Albany. She seems to keep her hopes
yet. She does not know that the opinion of the officers is so
unfavorable.

* * *

[JAN.] 17TH. After a careful examination of the sheets of copper which
I have received, I today decided upon the 30 ounces to the foot copper
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for the covering of the extension, to be cold-rolled bright and smooth
and corrugated. It will take for the ceilings of the two wings, exclusive
of the porticoes and the corridors, 14,260 pounds, costing $36,500. But
the one is heavier than necessary; the other is too light.

* * *

[JaN.] 18TH. I went today to the Senate to hear the debate upon the
Army bill, in which I expected to hear General Cass call upon Mr.
Hunter, according to his notice, to explain the mode of ventilating and
warming the new Halls of Congress. This Army bill, however, did not
come up, and I was disappointed. I called to see Commodore Perry 27
on my way to the office. He looks well and younger than when he
sailed for Japan. He was then worried and anxious about his expedi-
tion, of the stoppage of which he had some reason, I believe, to be
apprehensive. Now he is full-fledged with victory and success.

I saw Crocker, who is ready to bid for the copper.

* * *

[JaN. 18 CONT.] I saw Mr. Lefferts at the office and showed him the
letter I was about to write to the copper people in regard to the supply
of copper. He was opposed to some ideas about it.

Messrs. Thurston, Gardner and Co. of Providence were here today
looking at the drawing of the ceiling of the corridor of the south wing
pediment. They saw Mr. Walter, who explained it to them and I saw
them for a moment, but I had to go back to the Senate and had only
time to tell them not to bid so low as to lose money and yet that a
high bid would not get them the work, as they would have competi-
tors. General James came to me in the Senate gallery to say that they
would not bid, not thinking that they could compete with bidders here.
But he wished to know if there was not something that they could
do in the way of making a steam engine for the ventilation. I told
him that this would be a small matter, as I found Dr. [Howard] said
that a steam engine of 5 horsepower at the Reform Club, London, sup-
plied 11,000 cubic feet of air per minute.

I also told him that I hoped they would bid for this work as I had
not intended to discourage them from offering, but only to caution
them against bidding at so low a rate as to risk loss.

* % *

27”Matthew Calbraith Perry (1794-1858), a naval officer, was sent to Japan in 1852 with a fleet
to negotiate a treaty opening Japanese ports to trade from American ships. The treaty was signed
in March 1854, and Perry arrived back in New York on January 12, 1855. Perry’s daughter Sarah
was married to Louisa Meigs’ eldest brother, Robert S. Rodgers.
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Mr. Chase 28 of Ohio has introduced a bill or resolution to authorize
the President to buy a work of art from Hiram Powers. I must try
to see him and show him the letters to Powers in regard to the
pediment.

* * *

[On January 19, Meigs went to Annapolis to inspect Fort Madison, return-
ing home that evening.]

[JaN. 19] I reached Washington at 7 p.m. Found that Senator Pearce
of Maryland had been at the office to see me and said that he would
call again. I regret to miss him, as I wanted to show him the drawing
of Crawford’s sculpture and to have his approbation.

* * *

[JaN.] 20TH. I had a visit today from Senator Pearce of Maryland. He
looked at the drawing and the mode of making up the designs, went
over the south wing with me, admired the arched ceilings, the conven-
ient arrangement of the Hall of the House of Representatives, the pri-
vate stairways, etc., and said that he was glad he had come, that his
visit gave him confidence, and that he believed I would be successful,
that he now saw that the building would be great, monumental in-
deed. He admired the dome and said he would try to get the Finance
Committee to reconsider their action, for they had not adopted the
amendment which he proposed for an appropriation so as to enable
us to begin the dome at once.

Captain Talcott?® came in also, with General [Gratiot] 30 and the gen-
eral from Richmond. They looked over things and went through the
building. Talcott also wanted to see my smith shop, the mode of forg-
ing, and the irregular cutter, which had just been set up and put in
operation.

I paid Mr. Lerge [?], the partner and agent of Nathaniel Gere, the
patentee of the irregular cutter, for the machine and the deed giving
the right to use it. I paid him, also, $15 for coming here and setting
up and putting it into operation. The master carpenter, Slight, and
some of the workmen have been shown the mode of using it. One
of them has been detailed to work the machine, making sash bars and
the molding about the windows, frames and shutters.

28Salmon P. Chase (1808-1873), Free Soil then Republican of Ohio, served in the Senate, 1849-
1855 and briefly in 1861. He served as secretary of the treasury, 1861-1864, and as chief justice of
the United States, 1864-1873.

29Charles G. Talcott was assistant engineer on the aqueduct project. In 1856 Meigs transferred
him to the Capitol extension.

30 Charles Gratiot had been chief engineer of the army, 1828-1838.
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I do not think, from the appearance of the man selected by Mr.
Slight, that he has chosen the best one. This man does not look to
me like a quick, ingenious fellow. We want at such a machine a man
who will be able to find out and devise the various modes of using
it. For, while anyone can be taught to do one thing with it, another
man would contrive to do a hundred that the first might never think
of.

* * *

22 JAN. Monday. A few minutes after I left the office on Saturday,
Daniel tells me that General Totten with the Secretary of War came
there. I am sorry that I missed them, for I wished to see the General
and show him my shops and my arrangements for the interior of the
building.

* * *

[JAN. 22 CcONT.] I sent out today the letters inviting bids for the copper
of the roof of the Capitol extension. I wrote to all who have offered
it, as I have fixed the sizes now, and the market has changed since
I last wrote.

I received today Hayward, Bartlett and Company’s offer for the ceil-
ing of the House of Representatives.

I have got the irregular cutter going at last. It works beautifully.

Lou is now waiting to ride to the office with me, and so many are
talking to me that I must go. Monty is jumping and shaking and talk-
ing near me.

[JaN.] 23RD. Tuesday. Today I had a visit from two of the commis-
sioners of the Ohio state house and the architect. They came to ask
some information about the ventilation and heating of the Capitol. I
told them of my designs and gave the architect a copy of my report.
They took up a good deal of my morning. I ordered a circular saw
and its axle from Campbell and Coyle. I had a visit from the Honorable
Mr. Howe of Pennsylvania in regard to the copper. He had not re-
ceived my letter and asked for a proposal for it.

I sent to Mr. Pearce of Maryland a copy of the amendment which
I wish added to the Capitol appropriation in order to get authority
for building the dome.

Mr. Elliott,3! of the office of the Secretary of the Senate, gave me
today a copy of the last volume of Salaman’s Travels in Europe, to
read what he says of the studio of Powers. Powers had two female
figures, one America and one of California, which I believe he wished

31Seth A. Elliott was a clerk in the office of the secretary of the Senate.
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to have bought by the United States. Salaman writes like a man of
science, and his visit was rather to the scientific men than the artists
of Europe.

I have been studying today the arrangement of the table and drills
for a wood-carving machine. I thought at first of using a parallel mo-
tion like that of the common rule by parallel radius bars, but I find
it makes a rather clumsy arrangement, and I shall probably use instead
two tables running upon wheels.

Captain Alexander gave me today the result of some experiments
upon the stiffness of Cooper and Hewitt's beams. The large beam of
rolled iron broke with a bearing of 16 feet under a weight of 7 tons.

* * *

[JaN.] 24. T opened today the bids for the iron ceiling of the House
of Representatives. Janes, Beebe and Company of New York offered
at 4 cents for the iron and 6 cents for the iron, both cast and wrought,
delivered and put up complete. Hayward, Bartlett and Co. of Baltimore
offered at the rate of 5% cents for the cast iron and 1 cent each for
the bolts with nuts, ready to put up. I have accepted Janes and Beebe’s
offer at 6 cents for the work put up complete, and think it low. They
also offered to complete the Hall ceiling at $10,000 for the cast iron
and $4,000 for putting it up, making $14,000 for the ceiling complete.
I prefer the price at so much, 6 cents per pound.

I received a visit also from the fresco painter, Brumidi, who brought
his sketch in oil of Cincinnatus at the plow. It is good and shows skill
in drawing and composition and coloring, much greater than I ex-
pected. He is to begin it in fresco in about a week, taking a week to
make his cartoons full-size.

B. B. French came to ask my opinion as to the offers he had received
for the roof trusses of the Patent Office. He thought that one bid by
a Mr. Mcllhenny of this place was too low for it to be possible for
him to fulfill it. I think so, too, and advised him to accept Janes and
Beebe’s, which was at a low but not impossible rate. He said he would
do so. I had also visits from Mr. Howe and Mr. Crocker, whose letters
about copper had gone to their homes instead of to the House of Rep-
resentatives. I supplied them with copies.

As I was coming home, I ran into the Senate and there found the
Army appropriation bill up and Mr. Bayard on the floor, saying that
he believed someone was a man of intelligence, of honesty, of genius,
that he believed he was animated by pure motives and desire to carry
out a great work in the best manner, etc. I believe he was speaking
of me and in terms of such praise that I did not feel quite easy in
sitting to hear him. But someone else soon followed him, whom I had
no difficulty in listening to. The debate was not finished when the Sen-
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ate adjourned. But I had strong friends upon the floor. General Cass
had made his speech and brought on, I suppose, all this row.

[JaN.] 25TH. I have put upon the next page some parts of the debate
which took place yesterday upon the motion of Senator Johnson 32 of
Arkansas to strike out the appropriation for the extension from the
Army bill. The debate was one which was highly complimentary to
me by those who spoke of me at all. General Cass, James, Hunter,
Bayard, Badger 33 all spoke of me with a degree of confidence which
is pleasant to read. I get praise enough, quite as much as I want, per-
haps more of it than I do of blame, though that is given me fast enough
by some Members of the House of Representatives. But I do not get
much money. The result of this debate was the rejection of Johnson’s
motion and the passage of the appropriation, but it had the effect of
alarming the friends of the extension, so that no one moved the addi-
tion to the item of the authority to build the dome. I regret this much,
as it would have enabled me to spend a large quantity of money
among those who much want it, the workers in iron.

[Printed material inserted here.] 34

I came home last night and wrote till late some notes upon the quan-
tity of air necessary for the supply of the House of Representatives
and Senate chamber. I find that 3% cubic feet per minute for each per-
son is the proper supply. The House of Representatives has a capacity,
when crowded, of one person to each 30 feet of floor and gallery, or
4,309 souls. This would require 15,000 cubic feet per minute, which
would suffice to renew the whole air of the room once in 31 minutes,
or twice in one hour. The supply in one minute used 1,154 pounds;
one hour, 32 tons.

The Senate has a capacity of 3,042 persons. They will require 11,000
cubic feet per minute = 831 pounds, and in one hour 24 tons.

From Dr. [Howard’s] report upon the Reform Club, I find that there
a 5 horsepower steam engine supplies 11,000 cubic feet of air per
minute by a fan, besides doing various other things. At this rate, a
5-horse engine for the Senate would suffice, and a 7-horse engine for
the House of Representatives. These weights of air are such as would
surprise any Member of either House who has spoken upon this sub-
ject. I gave them to General James this morning, and he said he would

32Robert W. Johnson (1814-1879), Democrat of Arkansas, served in the House of Representatives,
1847-1853, and in the Senate, 1853-1861. For the Confederacy, he served as a senator, 1862-1865.

33 George E. Badger (1795-1866), Whig of North Carolina, served in the Senate, 1846-1855.

34 An excerpt from the Senate proceedings of January 24, 1855, in the Congressional Globe, containing
a speech by Lewis Cass complaining about plans for heating, ventilation, and acoustics for the House
and Senate chambers, with responses by Senators James (RI) and Bayard (DE).
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be ready to speak in such a manner as would set the question at rest
if it arose again. It did not, however. The appropriation passed without
any debate, I believe, this morning. But I have lost the dome, unless
I can get it in the House.

I had visits this morning from Bayard, from Douglas, from Bell 3
of Tennessee. They went with me into the House of Representatives
and saw for themselves what they said quite satisfied them. They ad-
mired the drawing of the dome and said they would vote for it.

But afterwards I had a letter from Senator Pearce, who has been
sick. He says he consulted with Hunter, James, Bayard and others
friendly, and they thought it better to let it go over to the next session,
which they think will be freer from this disposition to cavil at military
superintendence than this House of Representatives is. They say that
they think by that time my work will be so advanced and will speak
so well for me that there can be no more opposition. I hope so; and
for the sake of the poor mechanics out of work, I must make one more
effort for the dome.

I have received at last the bolt-cutter and the lathe from Nashua.
They are fine pieces of mechanism. The work in our smith shop begins
to move. The men look pleased and satisfied and plenty are offering
their services.

* * *

[JaN. 26] I met Major Ogden3¢ at the Department and also Captain
Alexander, who does not agree with me as to the value of the parts
in the diagonal trussed corridor. He insists upon leaving out the lower
string of the bridge and making it thus: [Sketch]. In which he is cer-
tainly wrong.

* % *

JAN. 27. Saturday. Spent at the office, principally in the shops. The
day was cold. A few of the stone cutters were at work. My men are
engaged in shoveling off the snow which lies about the building. Those
in the blacksmith’s shop are at work as usual. They find it difficult
sometimes to keep up steam enough for the work to be done. Their
steam, while I was in the shop today, got so low as to make it impos-
sible to raise the steam hammer for a time. I think the difficulty lies
in the ignorance of the man who fires and who fills up the grate so
as to stop the draft. I gave him directions as to this. He has been used
to fire with wood and knows nothing of the proper mode of using
Cumberland coal.

35John Bell (1797-1869), Whig of Tennessee, served in the House of Representatives, 1827-1841,
and in the Senate, 1847-1859.
36 Cornelius A. Ogden was an engineer with the army.
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The Baltimore Sun contains an article upon the new dome, copied
from the Sentinel, praising it to the skies and giving a puff to Mr. Wal-
ter, with a proviso that if he be allowed to build it without interference
by less able and tasteful men, it will be a thing to give him as high
a reputation as that gained by Michelangelo by the dome of St. Peter’s
at Rome. This article of the Sentinel was written upon letters by
Dunnington which I furnished him and to which he called the atten-
tion of the reporter of the Sentinel. This man is one of those, I suppose,
in the interest of Stanton, and he has taken occasion to put into it a
sort of cavil against my ignorance and want of taste.

Mr. Zollicoffer 37 of Tennessee came to see me today to speak a word
for the young stone cutter Zollicoffer 3 who came to ask me for em-
ployment as a draftsman. He says that he supposes there is some con-
nection between him and his own family, though he had not known
him until he came to see me lately. He wished me to do something
for him. I told him that if I needed another draftsman, I should be
glad to avail myself of his services if he was very skillful, but that
at present I was full. I showed him the dome, which he much admired.

I must really take time to work up my own and see whether I cannot
make it better than Walter’s. If I cannot, I do not wish to have it built.
But I do not like to leave to him all the credit of designing these things
when in fact half at least of their beauty belongs to me. For I have
had the direction of even this very dome, which he changed and
changed but used the suggestions I made to him when studying it.
He has very long practiced great facility in designing such things as
general exteriors, but when he attempts to make a new roof, he is put
to hard work and labor and does not show much facility or fertility.

* * *

[JaN. 27 cONT.] Bache asked me if I had known, before I learned it
by Senator James’ speech, that most of the fire engines use
spouted out like the stream from the nozzle and spread gradually as
it proceeded. I told him no one thought it was necessary, only in some
degree, to observe the laws of physics of projectiles in providing for
the reflection of sound. He said that he had told someone that if James
got his speech from the architect of the Capitol, meaning me, he should
move my expulsion from this club.3 I told him that James was
by Mr. Walter and that he was beyond his reach. However,
James’ speech has the appearance of knowledge about it, which, to

37Felix K. Zollicoffer (1812-1862), Whig then American party of Tennessee, served in the House
of Representatives, 1853-1859. During the Civil War, he served in the Confederate army.

38 Charles Zollicoffer was hired as a draftsman for the Capitol extension in 1855.

39Meigs, Alexander Bache, and Joseph Henry belonged to an informal scientific club of eight mem-
bers which met on Saturday evenings at the homes of the members.
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the many who will read it, will look like truth and reason; and though
it does not bear the test of examination by those of us who have stud-
ied the subject, it will not be seen by many who do understand it and
will, I believe, do more good than harm. I feared some ridiculous blun-
der in these debates if that arose and therefore had asked Senator Ben-
jamin, who has about the clearest head for such things in the Senate,
to say, if he got the chance, that such discussion was out of place there
and that no one ought to venture to criticize my work unless he could
understand my report upon the subject and show a flaw in its rea-
soning or an error in its principles or the mode of their application.

* * *

[JAN.] 29TH. Mr. Bartlett was here today to examine the drawing for
the roof of the corridor and basement of the south wing in order to
estimate for its construction.

I called in young Zollicoffer from Provost and Winter’s shop today
to copy some of the drawing of the iron work. Janes and Beebe want
to set their men at work at once, and to do this they need the copies
of the drawing which we have not had time to make yet.

I told Rutherford to examine the stone now cutting in the shop and
see whether he could find any patches which he did not know of be-
fore. He took the information that someone had there

very hard. Provost and Winter also asked me about it, but
were satisfied when I told them that it was not done by an enemy
or through any malice.

Winter was raising one of the pillars of the basement this afternoon
as I was coming home, and I stopped to see the process. I told him
that there was danger to the foot of his shears, which was not fastened
in any way, slipping; but he insisted that it was not so, “No danger
at all, Captain, not the least in the chain.” But just as they got the
stone, which weighs 7 tons, fairly upright, both feet began to slip, and
they spread until fortunately one got blocked up by some planks
which lay in a doorway and the other brought up against the base
of one of the pilasters. There were a number of persons in the vestibule
at the time—among others, Middleton, 40 of the Senate Secretary’s of-
fice. I was so placed that I could not reach either door without going
under the shears, and after a few moments shuffling, I got into the
corner of the room and there waited my fate, not knowing whether
the whole would fall upon me and whether it would break in pieces.
It was a curious feeling for an instant, while this great mass was mov-
ing we could not tell where. I did not feel alarmed but waited my
fate, for I thought the chance was that the whole affair would break,

40The Secretary of the Senate’s report for 1854 and 1855 lists no one by the name of Middleton
as an employee of that office.
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and then it was impossible to say which way it would fall. However,
nothing gave way or was injured. And for this I thank God. It was
curious that I had cautioned Winter against this very incident just
before.

* * *

JAN. 30. Mr. Van Sant came to see me today. ... I showed him the
dome, with which he was delighted and will go for it. I told him we
should have got it in the Senate but for the fear there felt of this attack
upon me. This he said there was no danger of, for they could not raise
this question again in this session. He had not thought it worthwhile
to oppose the motion to revive the special committee but had said to
the members that they would not attend and if anything was at-
tempted to be done, they would ask to be discharged from the matter.
As he and Faulkner are of this opinion, they, with the minority of last
year, make the committee stand for me as 5 to 2, which leaves Sapp
and Stanton in a helpless minority. I am glad to hear this so directly.

I took Mr. Stone today through the workshops. The old gentleman
was much interested. He said that I had done 10 years’ work since
I had been here. I took him to see the cartoon drawing by Mr. Brumidi.
He is not much advanced, the cold weather interfering with his colors.
He has taken a house on Delaware Avenue, within one square of the
Capitol, for his work. Has a woman, I suppose his wife, with him,
to whom he introduced me, a dirty, slatternly person.

He had a very good cartoon for a picture of the Martyrdom of St.
Stephen to be painted in the Church of St. Stephen, 28th Street, New
York. This cartoon is about % size of life and is a striking and vigorous
work. The whole sketch is in brilliant colors. I sent him today a marble
slab to rub his colors upon, and sent a bucket of lime for his white,
as the other, he says, froze.

After I left last night, they had another accident with the shears in
the vestibule. The lashing slipped and let the pillar down by the rung.
It tottered for some time, but falling upright upon the blocks prepared
for it, it did not fall over. They broke off about an inch, however, of
the corner. Here is what they call an accident, and it is an accident
just as it would be one if a man should attempt to pry up the corner
of the House with a scaffold pawl and the pawl should break, as it
would of course, and he should call this an accident. The fall was the
result of ignorance and nothing else. The rigging was not properly
made, and it did not hold what it was designed to hold.

* * *

[JAN. 30 CONT.] Mr. Crocker came in to see me and to ask about copper.
He says that they laughed at Senator James’ speech, which seemed
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to be a written speech; that when he got through, he was done, and
some questions were asked him, but he could go no further. And they
had it all their own way. He understood that the speech itself was
a good one.

[JaN.] 31sT. The Union of this morning contains an article upon the
ventilation of the Capitol extension, praising Mr. Walter and abusing
me, evidently written by Mr. Stanton. I find Mr. Walter quite excited
about it, with a headache, which I attributed to its effects. He wanted
to write to Stanton asking for a copy of his evidence before the com-
mittee there referred to, as he said it was falsely quoted. I advised
him to keep cool and to say nothing about it; that I had thought of
writing a short reply, saying that we were not at variance and that
we were both devoting all our energies to the work and did not mean
to allow ourselves to be set at variance by injudicious attempts of
friends to exalt either at the expense of the other.

I saw afterward Senator James, who, he said, was much disturbed
by this article, which appeared as a criticism of the notice of James’
speech. James said that I ought to answer it, as it would be looked
for from me.

Mr. Winter spent a good part of the morning with me, trying to
convince me that I ought to make some further allowances for his
work, as he says they have not made this month enough to pay their
expenses. Of this I am doubtful, though their bill amounts only to
$16,600.00, which is much less than I supposed. For last month, with
fewer men on the rolls, they made $18,000. I have directed Rutherford
to report the time upon some of the long window architraves. These
they think much more valuable than the others.

I intend, also, to ascertain tomorrow what is the total number of
days’” work they have done, so as to judge of the amount of their
payroll.

Winter was full of apologies for the accident to the shears and to
the pillar in the vestibule. It was an experiment, etc. Declared he had
not been told that I positively ordered that the shears should be placed
in a perpendicular position, etc. I told him that I had given him these
directions myself and had told Rutherford to give them to him and
to say that I forbid the stones being raised except in that way. He said
he was always anxious and ready to do what I told him to do. Etc,,
etc., ad nauseam.

* * *
[JaN. 31 coNT.] [Horatio] Stone says that I have done, since I have

been at the Capitol, ten years’ work upon the common rate of building
this government’s works in this city.
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* * *

[JAN. 31 CONT.] Senator Dodge the younger came to ask me to employ
a machinist. I told him to send the man to me and also to see Cham-
pion, who had the hiring of the men in his shop.

FEB. 1. The payroll for the Capitol for Jan. is as follows:

[longhand transcription follows]

Feb. 1
se[??] $947.
Foremen R[ ] etc. 614.25
Hired horses and carts 147.43
Labor 2,218.17
Carpenters 1,730.25
Clerks draftsmen etc. 558.25
Masons N. wing 218.86
do S. wing 268.75
6,702.96
Marble work by contractors 16,660.90
Total of pay roll and contract $23,363.86
The expenditures in January were
for Capitol ext. $38,437.21
for Aqueduct 305.53
Fort Madison 797.37
Total expended in January $39,[5]40.11

on which my pay was $165.21 or less than V2 of one percent. The num-
ber of men under my command during the month has been about 580.

The sum left in my hands on 31 Jan. subject to check is $59,411.99.
The sum appropriated & at my discretion for the various works under
my charge is as follows:

Capitol, water works & Fort Madison $896,172.19.
[shorthand transcription resumes]

In reference to Winter’s application for more pay for the architraves,
I find that there is no great difference from the time upon which I
based my estimate. But I have not yet studied the matter. I have a
report from Rutherford upon the cutting of some late stones which



FEBRUARY 1855 217

I will try to apply tomorrow. Today I was busy making my monthly
reports, all of which I completed.

* * *

[FEB. 2] Mr. Crocker called to ask about copper. He says he and Mr.
Howe are ready to make their proposals. I telegraphed to Phelps,
Dodge and Co. of New York to say that I had not received their answer
to my invitation to make proposals. They answered, and I received
the reply within the hour, that they had sent by yesterday’s mail. I
telegraphed back, “Not received, but send copy by this evening’s mail
or advise by telegraph or both.”

My answer to “Justice,” who I suppose is Stanton, is in the Union
of this morning. Senator James told Mr. Walter that he was much
pleased at it; that it was mainly a straightforward and just and proper
thing. Mr. Crocker read it and said that it was all right and that if
they had been obliged to resort to underhand measures, I was safe;
that Stanton had given up his attack in the House in utter despair.

Mr. Zollicoffer and Cullom#! of Tennessee came in to look at the
dome, bringing some other Member whose name I did not catch. They
admired it much and would go for it if an amendment is moved to
the Civil and Diplomatic bill.

* * *

[FEB. 2 CONT.] I met Senator Pearce today, who told me that he had
heard some Members of the House grumbling about me, saying that
I would not even allow Mr. Walter to make a design for a dome but
insisted upon making the design myself, etc. He asked me what was
the fact in reference to the drawing I showed him, whether Walter
had not had something to do with it. I told him that I had been with
Mr. Walter in making it, that it was drawn by Walter, that %o of it
was his entirely; that he had changed some parts of it to suit me, par-
ticularly the lantern, but that the design was his almost entirely.

He asked me, also, what were my relations with Walter as to power.
I told him that I had the power to dismiss him tomorrow if I thought
it right, but that I had, by my own urgent representations, prevented
his dismissal long ago by the Secretary, and that our personal relations
were friendly; but that I did not depend upon any sincerity in Walter,
who would desert me if he could thereby help himself. That he was
a vain man and without proper strength of character. That he said
he lived upon praise, while I did not and was satisfied with doing
my duty. He said that was enough to show the sort of man he was.

“'William Cullom (1810-1896), Whig of Tennessee, served in the House of Representatives, 1851
1855. He was clerk of the House of Representatives, 1856-1857.
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* * *

FEB. 3RD. I opened today bids for copper for the roof of the Capitol.
Messrs. Crocker Brothers and Co. of Taunton, Mass., were the lowest
bidders at 30 cents per pound, and I accepted their bid. Mr. Howe,
for the Pittsburgh and Boston Mining Co., was the next, at 30%2 cents.
Crocker and Howe were present at the opening, and I think that Mr.
Howe was much disappointed at the result, for he had set his heart
upon having the roof of the Capitol covered with copper from his
mine.

* * *

[FEB. 3 CONT.] I sent to Janes, Beebe and Co. the drawing and working
plans of the ceiling of the House of Representatives. I also sent to them
tracings of the roof of the corridor in the basement of the south wing
to enable them to make an estimate for that job. They have got the
roof of the west wing of the Patent Office to make. For this they are
to receive $750 per truss, the trusses being about 60 or 70 feet span.
They bid at $980 or 950 and were the lowest bidders except one at
$666, which was so manifestly too low that it was not considered. But
after having been thus the lowest fair bidders, the authorities at the
Patent Office concluded to offer them the work if they would take it
at $750, and they determined to take it and make a little less as they
could at that price.

* * *

[FEB. 3 CONT.] The New York Express has been publishing an article
upon the ventilation of the Capitol, founded upon General Cass’
doubts. It goes for pulling down whatever is wrong, as it says the
bad heating of the present halls causes an expense to the United States
of $1,000,000 per annum. I must send it my report and ask it to read
and no longer doubt, if it can understand.

* * *

FEB. 6TH. The Union of this morning contains another article by Justice,
in which the thin disguise of a desire to defend Mr. Walter against
the attempts of my friends to set me up above him, and to ascribe
to me one that belongs to him, is dropped. In this article he says that
I have all authority, and quotes from the instructions of the Secretary
of War to me to establish that assertion, one that not one of my friends
would wish to deny. He says that Walter is in the situation of a mere
draftsman and indeed makes him hold a most mean-spirited and dis-
graceful position.

I think that Walter took this article, however, which is worse for
him than the other, with less disturbance than he did the other. He
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asked me what he should do, said that he had thought of writing a
very severe reply to it and that he had refused to speak to Stanton.
Since the first article appeared, he was ready to break a lance with
him at any time. I told him he had better leave the matter, as it was
what I had done with it. I had not replied to his first attack, stated
my position in order to prevent injury to him, and I did not intend
to touch it again. I think the Union is a strange administration paper,
to be publishing accusations against the President and Secretary that
they have violated the laws and appointed me, in direct violation of
the law, to my present position. And I wonder that they do not get
a rap over the knuckles for it. The fact which explains it is that Stanton
is the Chairman of the Committee on Printing in the House of
Representatives.

* * *

[FEB. 6 CONT.] Mr. Crocker came in to see about his bargain for the
copper. He says he has written to his people to make a few sheets
of the copper in order to try the effect of rolling the cold-rolled copper,
and he promised to do his best to help me in getting a good result.

I have been today examining Anderson’s letters and the orders sent
to him for the iron. He writes to me that he has shipped the last of
the angle iron, while by my memorandum it seems that he has not
yet sent enough.

* * *

[FEB. 7] Mr. Ober is at work upon a drawing of an eccentric chuck
for me. He had never seen one and did not know how to set to work
to draw it. I had to show him the whole. He is also making a drawing
for a carving machine which I think of putting up.

I find that the work upon the roof is not so well arranged nor pro-
gressing so fast as I could wish. Mr. Champion has not yet got a man
at the boring machine. Nor has he anyone yet fitting the ends of the
rafters. I told him today that this would not do and that he must get
two or three men at once. There is a great deal of jobbing to do which
interferes with the roof. He thinks the jobbing will always be soon
over and makes a special provision for it. I have given directions which
I think will prevent this for the future. I think I must get a punching
machine. There are so many small holes to be made in the different
parts of the rafters and other beams of the roof that it will be an end-
less task to bore them all with a drill. Champion has not yet a drawing
of the upper parts of the roof; he has only the truss itself. These must
be copied and placed in his hands.

I have been reading Salaman’s Visit to Italy this evening, and I feel
a strong desire to travel myself in Europe. I ought to see the great
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buildings of the Old World before I finish the interior of the Capitol;
for while I can form a good idea of the best examples of exterior archi-
tecture from drawings and engravings, we have nothing that gives a
proper notion of the interior. I fear that I may make the decoration
tawdry instead of elegant, fall into a tavern instead of a palatial style.
I must write to some of the painters and ask them upon what terms
they will be willing to engage in the decoration of our palace. My
Italian friend and fresco painter can no more paint an American than
he could a Chinese scene. He has no more idea of an Indian or a Hill
[?] Continental than of the troops of the Emperor of Japan.

[FEB.] 8TH. A cold and snowy day. I busied myself today principally
working upon some of the drawings of the roof of the extension which
have not been quite completed yet, though sufficiently suited to be
worked over. I also had a drawing of an eccentric chuck finished today
and wrote to Gage, Warner and Whitney to make it, fitting it to one
of their lathes which we have in the shop. It is needed for the purpose
of boring eccentric holes in the bead [?] stocks of the carving machine
which I am getting up drawings for.

I received a letter from Senator Pearce asking me to make the Li-
brary Committee an estimate for a railing in the Library of Congress
to prevent persons from stealing and defacing their books. I showed
it to Mr. Walter, who was perturbed at it, thinking there might be some
dissatisfaction with him, as he had been requested to do the same thing
some days since. I told him that I supposed it was some mistake upon
the part of Mr. Pearce, that he did not remember, if indeed knew, that
I was not in charge of the library appropriation; that perhaps he was
getting impatient at the delay and wrote to me hoping to get the esti-
mate sooner. I advised him to go to work upon it at once, as it would
not take long to make an estimate accurate enough for this purpose.
He is at work upon it tonight.

* * *

[FEB. 8 CONT.] I found Mr. Walter making the drawing of the ceiling
of the Senate without any opening for the admission of air. I called
his attention to it and had the panels near the wall made with gratings
for that purpose. He sunk part of the cornice also with piers for the
same purpose.

The boring machine at the shop is at last at work. It bores accurately
and fast. I think, however, of getting a punch press, for there are so
many holes that I fear our boring machine will not be able to bore
them all in time. There is, however, a large drill at the stone-dressing
shop which would answer our purpose. Perhaps I may buy that. It
is for sale at a cheap rate, I believe. We need very much a good gov-
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ernor for our steam engine. I had no idea they were so necessary as
they are. The chance of throwing off or on an irregular cutter, for ex-
ample, makes at once a very great change in the velocity of the engine,
greater than in most engines, I suppose, because we have no flywheel
but depend upon two cranks at right angles for passing our centers.

* * *

[FEB. 9] I wrote to Senator Pearce today that Mr. Walter was making
a design and estimate for the railing in the library for his committee
and that he would send in the estimate on Monday morning.

* % *

[FEB. 9 CONT.] I made some observations upon the force of the air pipes
from the fan in the blacksmith shop. I found that with 120 revolutions
of the engine, the head of water sustained in the siphon was 9 inches.
This fan blows 7 fires, and I did not find a difference of more than
one inch in the height of the water, made by taking off or putting
on all these fires. I have not yet calculated the pressure or the velocity
of the fan or of the air. This I expect to do tonight.

* * *

[FEB.] 12TH. This morning I found the engine in the blacksmith’s shop
stopped by the freezing of the pipes which supply the shop with
water. The men were engaged in overhauling the rafters so as to be
able to match them in pairs for the purpose of fitting them together.
Water was hauled so as to set the machine going after dinner.

Colonel Taylor and Mr. Edgerton42 of Ohio came in to introduce
Mr. Rogers, 43 the sculptor, of Rome. He is a young-looking man and
had with him photographs from his works, which show talent. His
statue of Ruth I think very graceful. He preferred his last work, a statue
of Nydia the blind girl of Pompeii, from the novel of Bulwer.44 He
has made, also, a group of two Indian lovers, and she sits upon his
knee, while he takes a thorn from her foot. The faces I did not like.
The figures were pretty good. Upon the whole, I think him a person
of talent, but think he has hardly shown the genius which should be
exhibited before seeking such a commission as that which Crawford
has. He left his designs with me for examination, as there were so
many persons in the room that I could not look at them quietly.

42 Alfred P. Edgerton (1813-1897), Democrat of Ohio, served in the House of Representatives, 1851
1855.

43 Randolph 